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THE WATER-POLLUTION STRUGGLE 


IN RECENT YEARS THE U.S. GOVERNMENT AND INDUSTRY HAVE SPENT 
MILLIONS OF DOLLARS TO CLEANSE THE WATERS OF INDUSTRIAL 
WASTES. AND NOW THE EFFORT AND EXPENSE IS SHOWING RESULTS. 


VOA'S LARRY LESUEUR GIVES THE DETAILS. 


YOUNG BOYS IN BLUE JEANS AND BUSINESS-SUITED OFFICE WORKERS 
COULD BE SEEN WADING ELBOW-TO-ELBOW LAST MONTH UNDER THE 
BRIDGE AT THE BUS STOP AND BEHIND THE NEW NINE-STORY BANK 
BUILDING IN THE NORTHEAST COASTAL CITY OF BANGOR, MAINE. 
THEY WERE ANGLING FOR ONE OF THE GREAT AMERICAN GAME FISH-- 
THE ATLANTIC SALMON -- AND SCORES OF SPECTATORS WATCHED 
FROM THE BANKS OF THE FASTFLOWING STREAM, IT WAS A NOVEL 
SIGHT, FOR THERE HAD BEEN NO SALMON TAKEN IN THESE WATERS 


FOR MANY YEARS. 


THIS YEAR'S SALMON RUN IS THE RESULT OF YEARS OF U.S. PUBLIC 
AND PRIVATE EFFORTS. THERE ARE SEVEN PAPER AND PULP MILLS 
ALONG THE ONE HUNDRED-FIFTY KILOMETER STRETCH OF THE 
PENOBSCOT RIVER FROM THE WOODED HILLS AROUND MILLINOCKET 

TO THE CITY OF BANGOR ON THE ATLANTIC COAST. FOR YEARS 

THEY DISCHARGED MILLIONS OF LITERS OF FOUL, CHEMICALLY- 
LADEN WATER INTO THE RIVER. THAT WAS THE WAY IT USED TO BE, 
NOT LONG AGO. NOW THE BIG PAPER MILLS ON THE PENOBSCOT, 
HAVING SPENT ABOUT 61 MILLION DOLLARS ON WATER-CLEANING 
EQUIPMENT AND CLOSE TO SEVEN MILLION DOLLARS A YEAR TO OPERATE 
THESE FACILITIES, HAVING PLEASED’ NOT ONLY THE SALMON BUT 


ALSO THE 120 MILLION PEOPLE WHO LIVE ALONG THE BANKS OF 
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THE LOWER PENOBSCOT. 


OF COURSE, IT TOOK MORE THAN JUST CURBING THE WATER POLUTION 
TO GET THE SALMON RUNNING UPRIVER AGAIN--OBSTRUCTIONS HAD 

TO BE CLEARED, FISHWAYS BUILT ON DAMS AND A SALMON-STOCKING 
PROGRAM BEGUN IN 1966. NOW IT'S HOPED THAT NATURAL 


SPAWNING WILL KEEP THE SALMON RETURNING TO BANGOR, 


IT WAS IN 1972 THAT CONGRESS, ALARMED BY THE POLLUTION OF 

THE WATERWAYS, PASSED STRINGENT AMENDMENTS TO THE WATER 
POLLUTION CONTROL ACT. THIS LEGISLATION SET MID-1977 AS A 
DEADLINE FOR COMMUNITIES AND INDUSTRIES TO INSTALL THE BEST 
AVAILABLE FLUID WASTE TREATMENT EQUIPMENT. CONGRESS 
APPROPRIATED THE HUGE SUM OF EIGHTEEN THOUSAND MILLION DOLLARS 
TO HELP COMMUNITIES BUILD SUCH WATER TREATMENT FACILITIES. 
BUT THERE WAS SOME SLIPPAGE IN THE TIME-TABLE SET FOR 
COMMUNITIES AND INDUSTRY. SO COMMUNITIES MAKING GOOD-FAITH 
EFFORTS WERE GIVEN UNTIL 1983 TO MEET 1977 REQUIREMENTS. 


SOME INDUSTRIES ALSO WERE GIVEN TIME EXTENSIONS. 


STILL, APART FROM THE TIME-FACTOR, THE ORIGINAL PLAN 
ESTABLISHED BY CONGRESS FOR CLEANING-UP THE NATION'S WATERS, 
HAS SURVIVED REMARKABLY INTACT. IT IS NOW ADMINISTERED BY 

A NEW GOVERNMENT AGENCY---THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AGENCY. AND FEDERAL SUBSIDIES FOR MUNICIPAL WATER FACILITIES 
HAVE RISEN TO ABOUT 28 THOUSAND MILLION DOLLARS WHILE 


INDUSTRY HAS SPENT ANOTHER TEN THOUSAND MILLION DOLLARS. 


YET, THERE IS STILL A LONG WAY TO GO. FOR WHILE MILLIONS 
OF LITERS OF NOXIOUS INDUSTRIAL DISCHARGES HAVE BEEN 


PURIFIED, THE PROBLEM OF WATER POLLUTION IN AN ADVANCED 
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SOCIETY HAS TURNED OUT TO BE MORE COMPLEX THAN ORIGINALLY 
THOUGHT. CONQUERING WATER POLLUTION IS NOW SEEN AS CLOSELY- 
RELATED TO BOTH WATER AND LAND RESOURCES. FOR EXAMPLE, 
DISPOSAL OF THE SLUDGE THAT RESULTS AFTER WATER GOES THROUGH 


SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS IS RECOGNIZED AS A PROBLEM IN ITSELF. 


AND NOW ATTENTION IS BEING ADDRESSED TO SUCH RELATIVELY 
UNEXPLORED FRONTIERS AS THE LARGE-SCALE RECYCLING (REUSE) 
OF WASTE WATER. SO, IN THE SECOND-HALF OF AMERICA'S TEN- 
YEAR CLEAN WATER MISSION, THE NATION'S RESOURCES AND 
INGENUITY MAY BE TAXED BEFORE VICTORY CAN BE CLAIMED. 
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